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C
ommunity health pro-
vider, cohealth, has 
opened its spectacular 
community dental 
clinic in Paisley Street, 
Footscray, Victoria.

The culmination of 10 
years planning and lobbying for funding,  
the new facility has delivered in spades for 
the local community, with a thoroughly 
modern 12-chair dental clinic, co-located 
in a purpose-built four storey building 
with other health and medical services.

The stunning, sharply angular archi-
tectural design melds into the landscape 
behind a large lemon scented gum tree, 
thanks to detailed exterior decoration 
evoking stylised images of gum trees, 
rivers and fish.

The linkages to the Wurundjeri and 
Boonwurung people of the Mariby-
rnong River are celebrated throughout 
the building, notably through translucent 
murals on the windows of the first floor 
waiting area and landing.

Translucent window graphics depicting 
gum leaves offers a symbolic welcome to 
visitors, while the schools of native fish 
are a symbol of good health. The imagery 
is the result of extensive community con-
sultation with local communities, with 
the artwork produced by talented West 
Australian indigenous artists, Ngardbarg 
Francine and Tony Riches.

Senior Manager Oral Health, Gemma 
Kennedy, said it was hoped cohealth would  
deliver on the symbolism as a place of good 
health and healing now and in the future.

That outcome is virtually assured by 
the state-of-the-art equipment including 
modern A-dec dental units, digital x-ray 
and OPG units, intraoral cameras and a 
hospital grade sterilisation room.

Together with Gemma Kennedy, 
Deputy Chief Executive, Nicole Bartho-
lomeusz, have each had strong input into 
the clinical areas, with the result being a 
stylish and practical treatment environ-
ment for patients and staff alike.

The bright green “lemongrass” uphol-
stered A-dec 500 dental chairs with 
over-the-patient delivery systems provide 
the optimum balance of patient comfort 
with operator ergonomics and access.

The A-dec chairs were chosen after 
a rigorous selection process by Dental 
Health Services Victoria (DHSV), which 
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invited five chair manufacturers to each supply and install a chair 
in a community dental clinic for evaluation over a five-week 
period by a range of clinicians.

The A-dec 500 dental unit with compact A-dec 300 delivery 
system was ultimately chosen by DHSV for its range of features, 
reliability, dental ergonomics and patient comfort.

The dental chairs each look out onto large glazed panels, with 
the surgeries benefitting from ample natural light and glimpses of 
the sky or gum tree outside the building.

Bespoke, graphite-coloured cabinetry topped with Polar white 
bench-tops provide a contemporary, clean and clinical setting, 
while thoughtful touches like deep drawers and mobile assis-
tants storage units and work surfaces support the dental team  
in their work.

The oversized 12th surgery has wide two-door access and an 
overhead lift to provide disabled access and enables clients to be 
lifted into the dental chair for treatment without risking injury to 
staff or patient.

Each surgery is equipped with oxygen and fitted with med-
ical emergency alarms and duress alarms located chairside 
should assistance be required with patients during procedures. 
Access to all clinical areas is controlled by electronic pass tags  
worn by staff.

An unusual high tech feature is the use of electronic privacy 
glass between surgeries. At the touch of a button, dental prac-
titioners or assistants can choose the “opaque” privacy setting 
or “clear” glass, allowing colleagues to check on their clients or 
offer assistance if required.

A spacious sterilisation room supports the 12 surgeries as well 
as the medical and allied services. A separate reprocessing area 
for instruments and a pass-through washer disinfector enables 
one-way flow of instruments to the hospital grade Atherton steri-
liser and instrument storage area on the other side. A W&H Lisa 
steriliser is also installed for fast turnaround of dental instruments 
as the large hospital steriliser is shared by the medical staff.
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A unique feature designed by Senior Manager Oral Health 
Gemma Kennedy, is the use of two-way sliding instrument 
drawers that enable clean instruments to be collected from the 
corridor outside the sterilisation room for re-stocking the sur-
geries ensuring rotation of instruments.

A large reception area, children’s nursery nook and out-
door play area, meeting rooms, staff kitchen and an outdoor 
entertaining area with barbecue facilities are all located on  
the ground floor.

In time, self-serve kiosks will help streamline client registra-
tion, free up reception staff and speed-up dental appointments.

The new facility was opened on November 30, 2016 by the 
Victorian Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance 
Services, The Hon. Jill Hennessy and is already fully opera-
tional with a full list of clients from indigenous communities, 
newly arrived immigrants, children, mental health patients and 
others from disadvantaged communities requiring community  
dental support.

Summary
The Practice

Practice Name cohealth

Principal Lyn Morgain, Chief Executive

Practice Manager Gemma Kennedy 
Senior Manager Oral Health

Practice Type General (Public)

Location Footscray, Melbourne, Victoria

Size 900 square metres

No of chairs 12

The Team

Architects Clarke Hopkins Clarke

Colour & Design Justin Littlefield

Artwork Ngardbarg Francine and Tony Riches

Construction ???

Project Manager Tom Sands, Project Management -  
Paul Bourchier, Construction Management 
Contract Control Services Pty Ltd 

Installer Dental Health Services Victoria 

Equipment

Dental Units A-dec 300 on 500

Sterilisation Atherton hospital steriliser and  
W&H Lisa benchtop steriliser 
Steelco Washer Dishwasher

X-ray Soredex Minray x-ray units

OPG Soredex Cranex D with Ceph

Compressor Atlas Copco

Suction Cattani Turbo Smart

Software Titanium

Flexibility
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Chairs
Delivery Systems
Lights
Monitor Mounts
Cabinets
Handpieces
Maintenance
Sterilisation
Imaging

For more information  Email: a-dec@a-dec.com.au 
Phone: 1800 225 010  Visit: www.a-dec.com 
     Follow us on Twitter: @A_decAust

Introducing A-dec 400, a thoughtful approach to productivity, ergonomics, 
and comfort. Elegance in a versatile package. A-dec 400 marries form and 
function for less complexity and more style. Ergonomics to help you feel 
better. A delivery for a perfect fit. Left-right versatility for added productivity  
– truly ambidextrous.

BOOK 
A VISIT TO AN  

A-DEC SHOWROOM TO  
VIEW AN EXTENSIVE  

RANGE OF INTERACTIVE  
SURGERY  

CONFIGURATIONS
 1800 225 010 

Sydney Unit 8, 5-9 Ricketty St MASCOT
Melbourne Suite 1, 260 Auburn Rd HAWTHORN 
Brisbane 298 Gilchrist Ave HERSTON

or contact us for your nearest A-dec dealer showroom

Showroom locations:
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